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Reading List - Grades 4 & 5

         *The way this book and author must be written for “The Battle”

1. Where the Mountain Meets the Moon   by Grace Lin

* Where the Mountain - Lin
Pub. 2012 --- pages 320

Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish and then joins a dragon on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of discovering how to change her family's fortune.
2. Last Day on Mars   by Kevin Emerson



* Last Day on Mars - Emerson
Pub. 2018 --- pages 352

While waiting to leave Mars before it burns up just as Earth did, Liam and his friend Phoebe discover some facts about time and space and realize that the human race is just one of the races trying to survive in space.

3. The Wild Robot    by Peter Brown



* Wild Robot - Brown
Pub. 2016 --- pages 288

Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no memory of where she is from or why she is there. Her only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile inhabitants.

4. Untamed: The Wild Life of Jane Goodall   by Anita Silvey
* Untamed - Silvey
Pub. 2015 --- pages 96

This biography for children traces Goodall's life. Each chapter also focuses on two or more of the chimpanzees that she observed, with information in sidebars about these particular animals.
5. Full of Beans   by Jennifer L. Holm



* Full of Beans - Holm
Pub. 2018 --- pages 224

Ten-year-old Beans Curry, a member of the Keepsies, the best marble playing gang in Depression-era Key West, Florida, engages in various schemes to earn money while New Dealers from Washington, DC, arrive to turn run-down Key West into a tourist resort.
6. Mighty Jack   by Ben Hatke




* Mighty Jack - Hatke
Pub. 2016 --- pages 208
Summer is when Jack's single mom takes a second job and leaves him at home with his autistic kid sister, Maddy. After trading for some seeds at a flea market, what starts as a normal little garden quickly grows into a wild, magical jungle.

7. The Birchbark House   by Louise Erdrich


* Birchbark House - Erdrich
Pub. 2002 --- pages 244
Omakayas, a seven-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847.
8. Absolutely Truly   by Heather Vogel Frederick


* Absolutely Truly - Frederick
Pub. 2015 --- pages 368
Twelve-year-old Truly Lovejoy's family moves to a small town to take over a bookstore. Soon, she has to solve two mysteries involving a missing book and an undelivered letter.

9. The Sasquatch Escape   by Suzanne Selfors


* Sasquatch Escape - Selfors
Pub. 2013 --- pages 240

Spending the summer in his grandfather's rundown town, ten-year-old Ben meets an adventurous local girl and together they learn that the town's veterinarian runs a secret hospital for imaginary creatures.

10. The Night Garden   by Polly Horvath



* Night Garden - Horvath
Pub. 2017 --- pages 304

It is spring 1945, and 12-year-old Franny's quiet existence on a Vancouver Island farm is interrupted by a series of unsettling events. Does her father's mysterious wish-granting garden hold the key to getting everyone out of trouble?
